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Oncotype DX ®  Breast  Recurrence Score:  
I nvasive Breast  Cancer

The Oncotype DX Breast  Recurrence Score test  is a diagnost ic test  perform ed on a tum or pathology 
slide after a breast  cancer surgery or biopsy. This genom ic test  studies 21 genes in your cancer and 
ident ifies character ist ics that  allow cancer to grow or be aggressive. 

Oncotype DX test ing results provide inform at ion enables a physician to custom ize and recom m end 
the m ost  appropriate t reatm ents based on the biology of your tum or. The test  reports if you would 
benefit  from  chem otherapy or if horm onal therapy alone would effect ively t reat  your cancer and 
predicts the r isk of future distant  recurrence.

The goal of Oncotype DX Breast  Recurrence test ing is to facilitate t reatm ent  planning based on an 
individual’s tum or biology to determ ine if the pat ient  will benefit  from  chem otherapy.

I nvasive Breast  Cancer  Cr iter ia :
 Ŷ Recent ly diagnosed with invasive breast  

cancer
 Ŷ Potent ial candidate for chem otherapy
 Ŷ Cancer stage I , I I  or I I I a

 Ŷ Est rogen- receptor posit ive (ER+ )  tum or
 Ŷ HER2 negat ive (HER2- )  tum or
 Ŷ 1 to 3 posit ive nodes

How  the Test  is Per form ed
You do not  have to undergo any addit ional test ing or procedures. A tum or pathology slide prepared 
during surgery (biopsy, lum pectomy or m astectomy)  is shipped for test ing. 

Oncotype DX Recurrence Score ®  Repor t
Results of the test  are returned to the physician with a Recurrence Score from  0 to 100. 

Clinical studies have provided physicians addit ional inform at ion about  the benefit  of chem otherapy 
based on the age of pat ients:

 Ŷ Pat ients Older  Than 5 0  Years:
 Ɣ 0 -  25:  No benefit  from  chem otherapy
 Ɣ 26 – 100:  Substant ial benefit  from  chem otherapy

 Ŷ Pat ients Younger Than 5 0  Years:
 Ɣ 0 -  15:  No benefit  from  adding chem otherapy
 Ɣ 16 -  20:  1.6%  benefit  from  adding chem otherapy
 Ɣ 21 -  25:  6.5%  benefit  from  adding chem otherapy
 Ɣ 26 -  100:  Substant ial benefit  from  chem otherapy
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Pat ients with lower Recurrence Scores have a lower r isk that  their  cancer will return. However, it  
is im portant  to note that  a lower Recurrence Score does not  m ean that  there is no chance that  a 
wom an’s cancer will return. The test  analyzes the genes and serves as a predict ion, not  an absolute 
fact . The results are based on the latest  scient ific m ethods known in determ ining cancer t reatm ent  
appropriateness.

Knowing the genom ic profile of a cancer allows your physician to plan and tailor a t reatm ent  plan 
for you and your cancer. Ask your physician if you are a potent ial candidate for the test  if you have 
early stage breast  cancer. 
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